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| MATTHEW VI. 11, 


* GIVE US T HIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD," 0 


THESE words, and indeed the whole of that 
moſt excellent of all prayers which contains them, 
muſt, we ſhould ſuppoſe, be leſs ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered than they certainly deſerve; or they 
would make a much deeper impreſſion on our 
minds, than is generally diſcoverable in the man- 
ners and conduct of thoſe who nevertheleſs ſo _ 
often make uſe of them. One ſhould hope, that Fe 
a due ſenſe of our entire dependance upon the 
Almighty for all the neceſſaries of life, which this 
petition is intended ſo conſtantly to remind us of, 


is not wholly deſtroyed : and yet if it is not, under 


the preſſure we at preſent feel of a temporary de- 
privation of his uſual bounties, who is there that 
can lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay with 
truth, that he has, as he ought, aſked for or 
tried to deſerve the bleſſings he enjoys? 
Yet ſhould not all do this, when they conſider 


that ſcarcity of bread was expreſsly one of thoſe 
I four 


- =) 
four ſore judgments, with which the Almighty has 
declared he will viſit. and puniſh the ſins and 
ingratitude of a guilty land.“ | Thoſe judgments 
may be regarded not only as puniſhments for paſt 
offences, but as warnings alſo to prevent greater; 
and as there is every reaſon therefore to conclude _ 
that they will be milder or more ſevere, in pro- 
portion as the meaſure of our iniquities ſhall de- 
. ſerve, it will greatly behove us, at ſuch a time as 
this, not only to reflect upon our fins with a view 
to repentance, but alſo to reſolve henceforth to 
avoid ſuch cauſes of provocation, leſt a e 
thing happen unto us. t_ | 
All ſin is ingratitude to God, 3 it is an 5 
evil and offenſive return for all the goodneſs and 
mercy which we daily experience at his hands. 
And ſin there is enough of every kind (with ſor- 
row and ſhame be it ſpoken), to prove us un- 
grateful to our heavenly Benefactor, even beyond 
the hope of pardon. But in all his judgments, 
however ſevere they may be (and it is impoſſible 
they can be more ſevere than we deſerve), there 
are, if we will avail ourſelves of them, the moſt 
ſalutary leſſons of mercy; there is always a deſign _ 
to amend, as well as to correct; to puniſh, It is 
true, yet fo as to ſave rather than to deſtroy the 


* Ezekiel xiv. 


+ See Biſhop Wilſon s Sermon xlviii. during a ſcarcity in the 
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object Xi it. If this laſt and moſt gracious inten- 
| tion does not take effect, it is the fault of thoſe 
who are reprobate beyond all hope of amend- : 
ment, and inſenſible to every thing that can be 
done for their good. They cannot feel what 
| ſhould rouſe them from the ſleep of death; or 
they are ſurrounded by darkneſs, becauſe they 
obſtinately ſhut their eyes againſt the light; under 
which darkneſs. 9 will deſperately blaſpheme, 
and die. 
That this may not, by the bleſſing of Almights 
N goodneſs: on our efforts, be our own caſe, it will 


behove us, beſides turning our minds to a general 


hatred and abhorrence of all fin, particularly to 
confider, what ſingular inſtance of ingratitude to 


+ God, our preſent affliction may be intended to 


puniſh, and how therefore we ſhould in future 


take warning to avoid it. Here too we ſhall at 
once diſcover a wonderful inſtance of that mercy, | 
which, as I have juſt obſerved, is always blended 
with divine juſtice ; for in the very amendment 
of our fault, is pointed out the moſt efficacious, _ 
and perhaps only, way, not only of averting in fu- 
ture, but of leſſening and removing, if it Powe | 
God, our preſent puniſhment. _ | 
It has been ſaid, and by the voice of truth itſelf, 
that when God's judgments are in the earth, 


the inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſ- 
25 neſs; 3 


Cat + 
neſs * God graut; bis may be our r cal, for there 
is moſt dreadful occaſion for it; and in nothing 

more perhaps, than that we have, like the ungrate- 
ful Ifraclites of old, « waxed fat and kicked” at 
our only Benefactor, till we baye almoſt wholly 
| forgotten that it is he that hath given us *corn and 
wine and oil „t every bleffing we can poffibly 
wiſh for or enjoy: for it is but too certain, that 
1 the people of this land have really been pampered 
to the full: they have ſo long enjoyed plenty, 
they have ſo long reyelled in a profuſion of the 
good things of this world, to a degree utterhy un- 
known to almoſt every other nation upon earth, 
that now that we have ſome cauſe to dread that 
- the puniſhment which the Almighty denounced 
3 on the Iſraelites for their ingratitude,—namely, : 
3 "that * he would take away their corn, that their 
| land ſhould mourn, and every one that dwelt 
therein ſhould languiſh, that the beaſts of the 
field, with the fowls of heaven, yea the fiſhes of 
the ſea alſo, ſhould be taken away,” —is in like 
manner threatening us ; even now ſuch are the 
| diſmal effects of our prodigal and ſcandalous 
| abuſe of God's mercies, that we cannot eaſily 
g bring ourſelves to a provident care and applica- 
tion, when it is become abſolutely neceſſary, of 
our daily bread ; but myſt have it, not as He 


33 Ifaiah xXVi. 9. bv Hoſea i, 1 9. | + Hoſea i iv. 3. 3 
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good to give or withhold it, pt in ther mea- | 
ure and kind, exactly | ſuch as WE have been uſed - 
to, and think fit to demand. 5 
This then 1 would moſt ty point « out to 


* you as a dreadful e crime; as well for the abuſe it pro- ty 
bably and almoſt certainly! leads to, of thoſe good 


things which God has given us for our uſe and 


comfort, as for the brutal inſenſibility 1 it betrays to 
the wants of others; who, by not having the means 
of ſuch profuſion, are really deprived of what is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to exiſtence, and even the 
ſmalleſt ſhare of what was equally intended, as it 
is equally neceſſary to the ſupport and ſuſtenance 
of all: andi in concluſion, I would urge the neceſ- 
| fity there is, on both theſe grounds, of ſome tem- 
porary reſtraints, in order to meet a preſent emer- 
gency, more than may be always convenient (or 
rather let me ſay agreeable) when they al are not ſo. 
5 indiſpenſably called for. a | 
Too many however are with difficulty brought 
to think that this can ever be the caſe, merely be- 
cauſe they do not like to be told that they muſt 
not always eat, and drink, and enjoy themſelves as 
they are uſed to do. Perhaps if they had never 
done this ſo much, it would have been better for 
them; as well for the miſchief they have brought 
upon themſelves, as the wrong they have thereby 
done to others. For let any one who ever eats or 
drinks at all more than is abſolutely neceſſary, only 
reflect * there is another probably ſtarving 
B „ with- 


LS. 


witli bis reach, whom chat müpekfititg⸗ would 
have fed; and T ſhould think he might, without 
any extraordinary ſenſi ibility, eaſily feel a more 
painful monitor of his crime, than that very "uſual 
one, of any exceſs, — an aching head, or an over- 


loaded ſtomach. What then ſhall we fay of the 


glutton, and the drunkard ; thoſe who would not 
only ſtarve others, but even their own children, to- 
- pamper their own brutal appetites; but that they 
are ſuch monſters' as, we. ſhould hope, cannot e 

it: and yet how many, of both deſcriptions per- 


haps, of one certainly, do our alehouſes and other 


places of entertainment conſtantly, and T am forry 
to add, on the fabbath-day generally, furniſh ;' con- 
ſuming the produce of a whole week in the exceſs _ 
of a few hours; whilſt their children are naked and 
ſtarving at home, and they themſelves railing at 
the exorbitant price of all the neceſſaries of life: 
which they cannot afford to buy, becauſe (let 
them tell the truth) they are ſo often N 
their money upon what is not neceſſary. 

But it is not only theſe, who ſo ws tistek 
feel its effects, that have to anſwer for the fame 
criminal profuſion. There may be others who 
can afford all this; though do not let them on that 

account think they are at all leſs guilty. They 
are equally anſwerable for any abuſe of God's 

bleſſings; and whoever ſets up this ſelf-ſufficient 
defence, ] can pay for it without injuring myſelf 
or others, and therefore will have it,—will therein 
Eo 8 VF 
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lation, but that in the end he will have, an a- 


count to ſettle, either in this e e . next, 
which he never thought of. 


As to not injuring others, if he nally chinks 10 5 


it is a miſtake; for is it not certain that, if they 
who. can afford it, will purchaſe the luxuries, or 


even the neceſſaries of life, beyond what they ab- 


ſolutely want and cannot do without, at any price 


to which they may extend, they are not only 
creating a moſt ſhameful waſte of that article, 
which its very dearneſs proves to be ſcarce, or at 


leaſt not eaſily, and therefore not generally, to be | 
5 procured, but that, if this article be a neceſſary of 


life and alſo ſcarce, they are thereby erecting the 


ED moſt ſcandalous and effectual monopoly that ever 
Could be deviſed, for ſtarving perhaps two-thirds 


of their ſellow- creatures? Can any one then, as 


to what more immediately concerns himſelf, who 


does this, ſtand clear before God, however fair and 
: legally honeſt; he may be in the ſight of men? 
He does not perhaps; ſteal ; nor by any unfair 


means obtain what he has; neither does he 
throw his bread into the dirt: but how much 


better does he do, if he will not give others a 
poſſibility of ſharing it with him; or if, by any 
means, he unneceſſarily conſume. more than he 


5 abſolutely requires? No one ſurely can reflect, 
as he ought, that all his own dependance, even 
5 for his daily bread, is upon God; and not at the 
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ſame time remember; that to deſerve bis love; we 

were told by his bleſſed! Son, chat we muſt "__ 
one another. e JOL 4 55 (1G 420 
But to meet this argument: thei are many, ay 
thoſe by no means wanting in common charity, or 

_ compaſſion for the real diſtreſſes of their neigh- f 
bours, who nevertheleſs ſeem to think and reaſon, 
as if the reſtrictions they are now required to ſub- a 
mit to, were not neceflary ; becauſe there is no 
abſolute want, but only that all the artieles of 

ſood are by ſome unfair means kept at a bigher 
price than, they ought to be: and therefore that 
however ready and willing they may be to fave” 

| for the poor, they cannot bring themſelves: to do 

* ſo only to put money into the pockets of thoſe 

who do not want it, and have already too much, 

conſidering how it was got. But ſurely if ſuch 
reaſoning can be ſeriouſly entertained, is there 
not in it a moſt obvious and deſtructive miſtake ? 
For what can more favour ſuch extortion, if it is 

ſo, or what muſt more certainly keep up the ex- 

| orbitant price, than our not retrenching the con- 
ſumption of the article, but only when we have 
abſolutely not money to pay for it? If it is not 
purchaſed, or in ſuch large quantities as uſual, 

- the money that is not ſpent, certainly cannot go 
into the pockets of thoſe, who, in that caſe, will 
not be able to ſell: there will then be ſo much 

| more of the ſtock remaining for thoſe who want 
it; n muſt ultimately tend t to reduce the price; 


Or 
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or we at leaſt are not ourſelves anſwerable (and a 
dreadfully heavy charge it will one day or other 
be, on thoſe who are), for contributing to/increaſe. 
it, as we certainly ſhould fo, by a pn eee 4 
waſteful abuſe of t. „ 
As ſor there not log: a weh r 1. can 
only ſay, as I ſincerely think, that it would very 
little become me, or any individual, to queſtion. 
the truth on which the Proelamation I have juſt 

now read to you is wholly founded ;—a truth in- 
veſtigated, confirmed, and publicly declared, by 
the great council of the nation, on a ſubject, 
on which, if they have not been deceived them- 
ſelves (and after ſuch minute, laborious, and dili- 
gent inveſtigation, I do not eaſily ſee how they 
could), it is certainly one, if ever there was, on 
which they can have had no intereſt to deceive 
others. 

And in that — the ha of even the moſt 
eſſential articles of life, becomes, however more 
diſtreſſing, a very different object of conſideration. 
No man can be allowed to ſay to another. Vou 
ſhall ſell the produce of your ground, or the fruits 
of your labour, not for what you know they are 
worth, but for what I think proper and reaſonable. 
to give you. Such a doctrine is no more fair to a 


dealer in one article, than in another; and if 


adopted in one caſe, there is no reaſon why it 
ſhould not be in all; and then let every one 
make that caſe. his own, But is not ſuch diſ- 

ue 


treſs as we now ſee, and are nn to foe more. of, 5 


to be relieved | ? Certainly, if there is unfair deal- 
ing, the laws are known; and of late, they ſeem 


to have been rigorouſly. and Juſtly enforced : but 


from my heart I hope there cannot be many, who 
can ſteel their conſciences againſt the curſe both 
of God and man, againſt the tears and groans of 


the poor, the deteſtation of every thing good 


here, and the apprehenſion of every thing dreadful 


hereafter, If however there is this rapacious 
ſpirit in ſome, is there not alſo that generally pre- 


vailing and ruinous habit of luxury, extravagance, 
and diffipation, which muſt ſupply it, and without 
which it could not exiſt ? © The times are hard,” 
is an exclamation in every one's mouth. They 


are ſo indeed! But how are they felt, or where 


do we even yet ſee their effects? It is not ſurely 
in the dreſs, the amufements, the pleaſures and 
expences of thoſe, who notwithſtanding ſay that 


they feel them the moſt. But they are already to 


be ſeen in the increaſing miſery, depreſſion, and 


ſordid appearance of the poor; and in the lean, 


famiſhed, and cruelly tortured ſtate of thoſe moſt 


noble, uſeful, but ill-treated animals, which Hea- 


ven has given us to ſhare our labours, to procure 
us comforts, and to give us reſt. There however 


they cannot long be confined ; they will gradually = 


elimb up to the higher orders of ſociety ; whoſe 
 thoughtleſs extravagance will haſten, and. render 


any thing like real diſtreſs to themſelves more in- 


| tolerable. = | .. at 
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At a ; abe therefore in which this danger - 


ſeems particularly to threaten us, we ſhould hope 


that none will be found to murmur at, or to ob- 
ject to, reſtrictions, which are ſolely intended to 
make the evil not only lighter. to others, but alſo 


to themſelves. Let us now ſhew our ſenſe of 


God's undeſerved goodneſs, and our repemance 
for ſo much and ſuch ungrateful abuſe of it, by 


5 fübmitting to his puniſhment ; and whilſt we im- 


plore him to remove it, do our utmoſt, by every 
proper means, to lighten and reduce its weight. 
They who have thoſe means more in their power, 
are eſpecially required to apply them to the ut- 


moſt; - in order to render the like effort as little 


neceſſary as poſſible to thoſe who have them not. 
The duty of economy and frugality i is indeed in- 
diſpenſable to rich and poor alike ; but the for- 
mer, as they have much more to ſpare, can cer- 


tainly practiſe it with greater advantage to others, 


and leſs inconvenience to themſelves; whilſt the 
little which the latter can poſlibly- have, no one, 


| who thinks and feels like a Chriſtian, would wiſh 
to make leſs; but only for them, as well as all 
others, to refrain from every unneceflary and im- 


proper habit of waſte or expence. There is alſo 


one claſs in particular, who are called on by every 
.inducement, not to throw obſtacles (as there have 


been ſome inſtances of, though I hope more to the 

contrary) in the way of ſuch efforts to relieve a 

common di ſtreſs; when they recolle& what their 
| own 


».. 


„ 
own ſituation at the time is, compared with what 
it muſt be, if deprived of that which they ſeem to 
think is to exempt them from every inconvenience 
which all around them ſo ſeverely feel. To the 
unpardonable indifference of the rich, if ſuch 


there can be, who really know not what poverty 


is, they add the monſtrous ingratitude of not ac- 
knowledging that they are relieved from its preſ- 
ſure only ſo long as they retain their places, and 
the ſtrange inſenſibility of not perceiving that 
they muſt be expoſed to it again, the moment 
they loſe them. In the families where they live, 
we ſhould hope they would ſee the moſt rigid 
economy. enforced by example ; and that they, 
and all, will not only patiently but cheerfully ſub- 
mit to it, as the only means of relieving the dif- 
treſſes of each other. For we ſhall thereby learn 
to our preſent advantage, by being ſatisfied, how 
little is really ſufficient for the life of man; and, 
we devoutly hope, to our everlaſting comfort, 

_ whilſt. we are thus taught by his judgments to 
know and ſet a proper value upon his mercies, 

| how we have fatally loſt, and how therefore only 
wie can regain, the favour of Him to whom we are 
commanded to pray, and on whom we muſt wholly 

depend, to“ give us our daily bread.” 


THE END. - 


